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The Posthumanities Hub Newsletter 2019:02 (September) 

What’s cooking at the Hub fall 2019? 
 
Dear all,  
Hope you all had a wonderful summer, and welcome all new 
subscribers! With this newsletter we will prepare you for what’s 
coming up this term at The Posthumanities Hub. We kick-started the 
term in KTH’s Reaktorhallen (yep, a vintage nuclear reactor hall) on 
August 16 with a sound art and science event. Yet, this will be a fall 
term of intense writing more than a term of seminars and open 
events for us.  Lauren LaFauci and Cecilia Åsberg (me) will be 
spending a month at the illustrious Rachel Carson Centre in Munich, 
Germany (yay!), and Marietta Radomska (co-director) will mostly 
hail from University of Helsinki, Finland when she’s not busy hosting 
or keynoting international Queer Death Studies conferences at KTH, 
Karlstad University or elsewhere, of course.  We will be around, as 
per usual. And happy to meet you wherever our paths cross! Now, 
let us show you ...                      
                                                                                                                                            Cecilia Åsberg, KTH 
                                                                                                                                                                                                      Photo: Marietta Radomska 

 
...what‘s cooking this autumn with the Posthumanities Hub                                                                                               
The first Posthumanities Hub's session of the season was a mixed and postdisciplinary gathering 
of artists and researchers on the theme of /Mis/communication/s/. Among ammonites and 
meteorites, inside the large-scale art installation "The Interplanetary Species Society (ISS)" by 
Jonas Staal, we visited the limits of communication(s) – when our technologies, ideas, languages 
and intentions fail us. We weaved listening sessions and talks by Jacek Smolicki, Marietta 
Radomska, mirko nikolic, Janna Holmstedt and Cecilia Åsberg. 
 

       
 

/Mis/communiction/s/ at the Reactor Hall, KTH, 16 August, curated by Janna Holmstedt 
Photo: Marietta Radomska and Jacek Smolicki 
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The event was curated by Janna Holmstedt, the Posthumanities Hub, in 
collaboration with Jacek Smolicki, Fragmentarium Club, on invitation by 
Jonas Staal and The Public Art Agency Sweden. ISS was part of the 
project "Choreograhies of the Social" curated by Edi Muka. 
 
The Kelp Congress, Lofoten International Festival (LIAF), 16-22 Sep   
We have just returned from one week of intense research workshops 
and an interdisciplinary congress in northern Norway centered around 
the topic of kelp, while considering resilience, resources, community and 
communication from human and other-than-human perspectives. Cecilia 
Åsberg also delivered the keynote Planetary Speculation: Cultivating 
Curiosity Concern and Care, Collaboratively. The Kelp Congress was 
initiated by LIAF 2019, together with Annette Wolfsberger, and with input from the 
Posthumanities Hub and several other research centres and artist-run organisations based in the 
Nordic countries and Northwest Russia: ArtLab Gnesta, Fridaymilk, Laboratory for Aesthetics and 
Ecology, Mustarinda, Skaftfell – Center for Visual Art, and The Department of Seaweed. We will 
share more in our next newsletter when we have digested this rich and overwhelming 
experience. 
 

 
 

Photo: Janna Holmstedt 

Program for the Fall, save the dates!   
• 25	Sep	10-14	–	Wiki-slam	on	the	crucials	of	Environmental	Humanities	with	the	

Posthumanities	Hub!	Join	us	for	a	wikipedia	writing	marathon	to	get	the	more-than-white-male	
crucials,	concepts	and	figures,	of	the	environmental	humanities	available	on	Wikipedia.	E-mail	
wiki-entries	to	us	or	join	us	live!	Venue:	Seminar	room	217,	Division	of	History	of	Science,	
Technology	and	Environment,	KTH.	Bring	your	laptop.	
	

• 26-27 Sep - Dying at the Margins: A critical exploration of Material-Discursive Perspectives 
to Death and Dying. Dr. Marietta Radomska delivers a keynote at this workshop organized by 
Natashe Lemos Dekker (University of Amsterdam and Leiden University Medical Center) and 
Hub researcher Jesse D. Peterson (KTH Royal Institute of Technology). At KTH, Stockholm, 
SE.  
 

• 27 Sep - Global Climate Strike. The Posthumanities Hub march with Greta! 
 

• 18 Oct, 10:15-12 - The Posthumanities Hub Seminar Series, Prof Myra Hird, Queen's University, 
Canada 
 

• 23 Oct, 13:15-15 - The Posthumanities Hub Seminar Series, Prof. Dr. Isabelle Doucet, Chalmers 
University of Technology, Sweden, and Hélène Frichot, Professor of Architecture in Critical 
Studies and Gender Theory, KTH, Sweden. At KTH, Stockholm, SE. 
 

 
 

Janna Holmstedt, KTH 
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• 29 Oct, 13:15-15 - Environmental Humanities for Planetary Futures. 
A collaborative seminar between the KTH Environmental Humanities Lab, SU Environmental 
Humanities Network, and The Posthumanities Hub, KTH. At KTH, Stockholm, SE. 
 

• 4-5 Nov - Queer Death Studies Conference, Karlstad University, Sweden.  
 

• 14 Nov, 13:15-14:30 - A Roundtable Session on Teaching Environmental Humanities, with the 
Posthumanities Hub and Environmental Humanities Lab. Science communicator and Lotten 
Wiklund	and	Prof	Cecilia	Åsberg	will	present	their	pilot	project	"Popularizing	environmental	
humanities:	Film	and	media	resources	for	young	adults	pondering	the	stakes	for	the	future",	
funded	by	FORMAS.		
 

 
We are also involved here: 
• 21 Nov, 10-12 – Open lecture/performance, The Blowhole and Q & A, by Dr. Janna Holmstedt 

within the framework of the independent course "Sound as Critical practice" at the 
Department of Film and Media at Uniarts. Welcome to the cinema at SADA Valhallavägen 
189, Stockholm. 
 

• 30 Sep-11 Oct and 2-8 Dec – On Common Grounds (FORMAS project) at Rachel Carson 
Centre, Munich, Germany, with Lauren Lafauci and Cecilia Åsberg. 

 
 
Other recent events in which we took part:  
• Dedicated	to	Deborah	Bird	Rose,	a	special	issue	of	the	international	journal	Environmental	

Humanities	on	“toxic	embodiment”	is	out!	Edited	by	Olga	Cielemecka	and	Cecilia	Åsberg,	freely	
available:	https://read.dukeupress.edu/environmental-humanities/issue			 
 

• 20-23	August	-	RE:SOUND,	the	8th	International	Conference	for	Histories	of	Media	Arts	2019,	
Aalborg,	Denmark.	Hub	researcher	and	artist	Janna	Holmstedt	presented	posthumanist	
reflections	on	interspecies	communication,	listening,	and	the	aesthetics	of	more-than-human	
relations. 

• Swedish	Radio	P1's	show	Filosofiska	rummet	(the	philosophy	room),	on	the	soul	of	plants	and	
posthumanism,	listen	in	Swedish:	https://sverigesradio.se/sida/avsnitt/1298661?programid=793 
 

• “Why	we	need	feminist	posthumanities	for	a	more-than-human	world”	by	Cecilia	Åsberg	and	
Marietta	Radomska,	at	the	Transformative	Humanities	blog,	KTH.	 
https://www.kth.se/blogs/hist/2019/08/why-we-need-feminist-posthumanities-for-a-more-
than-human-world/ 

	
• 24	Aug,	"Interplanetary	Species	Society	(ISS)	–	Assembly",	Reaktorhallen,	KTH,	Stockholm,	

Sweden.	Hub	researcher	and	artist	Janna	Holmstedt	was	invited	speaker	together	with	James	
Bridle,	Kristine	Dannenberg,	iLiana	Fokianaki,	Vincent	W.J.	van	Gerven	Oei,	Klaas	Kuitenbrouwer,	
Charl	Landvreugd,	Aurélie	Nyirabikali	Lierman,	Sven	Lütticken,	Felicity	Scott	and	Anton	Vidokle.	
ISS	is	a	project	by	Jonas	Staal,	curated	by	Edi	Muka,	Public	Art	Agency	Sweden.	More	info:	
https://publicartagencysweden.com/konst/choreographies-of-the-social-2/interplanetary-
species-society-assembly/ 
 

• 5-8	Sep	–	Two	sound	art	festivals	took	place	in	Stockholm,	Walking	Festival	of	Sound,	and	
Gnesta,	ANTENN	Sound	Art	Festival,	where	hub	researcher	Janna	Holmstedt	performed	the	
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listening	sessions	“Shared	Surface”	and	“The	Blowhole”.		
	

• In	conjunction	with	the	art	exhibition	Cosmological	Arrows	at	Bonniers	konsthall	in	Stockholm,	a	
book	with	the	same	name	will	be	published	in	collaboration	with	Art	&	Theory	publishing.	Cecilia	
Åsberg	has	written	a	chapter	on	"Planetary	Speculations"	for	the	volume	Kosmologiska	Pilar	
(SV/EN).	

 
 
Publications, Symposiums, Workshops, Courses, and CFP: 
• New scholarly journal to explore: We are delighted to point your attention to the new journal 

Matter: Journal of New Materialist Research, a scientific, open and peer reviewed journal 
published twice a year in Spanish and English from Universitat de Barcelona. First issue will be 
out in December 2019, and the journal welcomes submissions for peer review articles, reviews 
and invited pieces. A neat detail is that this journal is published by the network of scholars 
funded by COST Action IS1307: Networking European New Materialisms: How matter comes to 
matter and Esbrina Research Group at the Universitat de Barcelona. Read more here: 
http://revistes.ub.edu/index.php/matter/index 
 

• Call for Submissions to Unlikely Journal and the upcoming issue “Following sonorous 
bodies”. Deadline for abstract proposals 14 Oct, 2019. Following sonorous bodies invites 
writers and artists to engage with new materialisms with their promises and limitations to 
produce situated carnal knowledge about sonorous world(ings). Read more at 
http://unlikely.net.au/news/issue-6-call-out-following-sonorous-bodies 

 
• New book: Our collegue Francesca Ferrando, Adjunct Assistant Professor of Philosophy at 

NYU-Liberal Studies, New York University, USA, wish to share her new book, Philosophical 
Posthumanism (Bloomsbury), with preface by Rosi Braidotti: 
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/philosophical-posthumanism-9781350059504/ 
 

• Film program and panel discussion: “Last Skies: Avian Imaginaries in Video Art from the 
Middle East”, 19 Sep, organized by The Research Center for Material Culture and LUCIS at 
Museum Volkenkunde, Grote Zaal, Leiden. See facebook event here 
 

• The workshop and InterGender PhD-cohort meeting Activism in academia, will take place at 
Mid Sweden University, Sundsvall, 29-30 Oct (registration deadline 18 Oct). What does 
activism in academia mean and what can it mean? What role does activism play for gender 
researchers and others using critical perspectives? 
 

• InterGender course: Feminist Methodologies: Interdisciplinary Practices, taught by Nina 
Lykke, Kathrin Thiele and Kari Jegerstedt, 11-13 Nov (deadline for application, Sep 30, 2019), 
Linköping University, Linköping, Sweden. More info at:  www.Intergender.net 
 

• CFP Conference, deadline 15 Oct and 30 Nov: The KTH Environmental Humanities Laboratory 
invites your organisation and colleagues to participate in the upcoming conference STREAMS: 
Transformative Environmental Humanities in Stockholm 5–8 August 2020. This link provides 
you with information for submitting session proposals (deadline 15 Oct) as well as for 
individual papers (deadline 30 Nov).  

 
• CFP Conference, deadline 1 Dec, 2019: Posthumanism: Cinema Philosophy Media, 15-17 May 

2020 at Brock University (St. Catharine's, Ontario, Canada). More than cinema as philosophy 
or the philosophy of media, this conference welcomes papers that interrogate posthuman 
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pathways emerging within the intersections of cinema, philosophy, and media as well as 
those yet to come. Any questions about the conference can be forwarded to Terrance 
McDonald and Chelsea Birks: posthuman@brocku.ca 
The event will be preceded by a summer school, “Posthumanism: Moving Thoughts and 
Images”, at which graduate students will have the opportunity to engage in small seminars 
with the keynote speakers and other scholars from the Posthumanism Research 
Institute/Network (brocku.ca/pri/). The summer school takes place from 12-14 May 2020. 

 
• CFP Symposium, deadline 31 Dec 2019: The 4th Posthuman Global Symposium, at New York 

University, New York, USA, dedicated to exploring the importance of posthuman agency in 
the interrelated significations of human and non-human realms. Academic as well as 
performative and experiential modes of expression provide complementary insights into the 
posthuman. Read more about this call at: https://nyposthuman2020.weebly.com/ 
 

• FYI, we are currently working on making the inspiring talks and keynotes from our Open 
Humanities Lab Symposium: New Humanities & the Anthropocene (14-15 May 2019), available 
online for you all! Stayed tuned.	
	
	

 
The next newsletter 
The next newsletter is due in late October. We are also on Facebook – join us here! For a detailed 
program on upcoming events at the Posthumanities Hub you can read our News or consult our 
online calendar. You can always read more detailed information about past or ongoing research, 
events and network collaborations at www.posthumanities.net 
Word! 
 
 
Now, anything we’ve missed?  
This newsletter will, as before, be a space for sharing ideas, events, new positions, and 
information, so please keep sending us your insights, call for papers, event flyers and love!  
E-mail Janna Holmstedt at jannaho@kth.se 
 
 
Greetings!  
The Posthumanities Hub Team 
 
 
 
 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
The Posthumanities Hub 

Powered by coffee, nuts, bananas, ERC, VR, RJ, Formas, Mistra, and great ideas since 2008 
- - - 

If you do not wish to receive our newsletter, please unsubscribe by writing 
"unsubscribe" to: posthumanitieshub.news[at]gmail.com 
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